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The philosophy:

Our goals as a firm is to first and foremost bring 
happiness to the community. We want to build 
strong structures that will hold and stay standing 
for many years. A vision for our work is to bring 
modern buildings to our design. We want to allow 
businesses to grow and help the community 
socioeconomically.



GAFs Gotta Go!

GAF and West Dallas

● We want to rebuild West Dallas into a strong, healthy 
and beautiful environment. While GAF was ruining 
the lives of many residents, we want for Emerald 
Grounds to do the opposite for these people, by 
introducing excitement, jobs, wonderful scenery and 
so much more.

● GAF is a roofing shingles company and they are 
causing internal problems, thus meaning health 
problems to the many residents that live near GAF.

● Singleton United is a group of people campaigning 
against GAF, they want to get rid of GAF for good, the 
residents are fighting for their health and homes.

● GAF is one big company, we all know companies like 
this one release many toxins into the air. Imagine 
how much it releases into the air every time they are 
producing material! This ends up in our brain, lungs, 
heart and so much more causing not just the 
residents harm but the natural habitat with the 
animals that live around GAF.



● Climate change is what happens when the temperature in the 
earth’s atmosphere is irregular. Another way of putting climate 
change into definition is that this process happens whenever 
greenhouse gases are introduced into the Earth’s atmosphere 
thus causing the atmosphere temperature to increase.

● Air pollution comes in many different ways. From our homes to 
factories, air pollution is caused by the burning of fossil fuels. 
The most common source of air pollution that we use in our 
everyday lives are cars. Air pollution leads to climate change in a 
way that as we burn gasoline in our cars and other fossil fuels in 
factories, those chemicals released into the air warm up our 
atmosphere.

● Air pollution impacts the environment around it by introducing 
harmful elements into a organisms’ body For example, let’s say 
there is a field filled with wildlife near a city with lots of air 
pollution. When these organisms inhale the polluted air, it could 
cause problems in their respiratory system

● Air pollution can cause severe health problems when the toxins 
in the air enter our body and into our respiratory system. For 
example, let’s say there is a plantation field near a city with lots 
of air pollution where they are growing strawberries. All of that 
polluted air will stick to the strawberries which we will later 
consume. Once we eat and digest those strawberries, all of the 
chemicals that were in the air may still be present which could 
cause even more health problems.

Climate Change and 
Air Pollution

The effects



The Goals

West Dallas Reimagined

● Our goals for this project are to bring better 
conditions to West Dallas, for example, better 
air quality, more businesses, jobs, family 
friendly spaces. Our main goal is to see West 
Dallas thrive higher than ever before.

● We want to create a safe space for the 
people who live in West Dallas, some place 
where they can go to relax, hang out, plan 
events, enjoy some delicious food in the area 
without having to drive miles.

● Singleton United have similar visions to our 
goals, they have the vision that one day they 
will have gotten rid of GAF for good. Then 
being able to reconstruct on the property with 
a place that will benefit the residents.



Emerald Grounds



Aerial Views: Emerald Grounds



The Design Process

The abstract model was our first 
ever design towards the removal of 
GAF. It was a model that helped us 
construct what we envisioned for the 
West Dallas community.

These bubble diagrams were 
drafts to get a clearer image 
of how the restaurant was 
going to be laid out. We 
constructed four different 
bubble diagrams to have 
options before deciding on 
the one that was going to be 
used.

The schematic 
floor plan was our 
final image. This is 
how we decided to 
construct the 
restaurant in 
Sketchup.



Speaker 
Presentation

● We learned quite a few things from both of these 
presentations. From Evelyn we learned that there is a lot 
of injustice when it comes to housing for non-white 
people. We also learned that the areas where white 
people live aren’t affected by air pollution because there 
are no factories near their communities. From Janie we 
learned that the things she believes would be good to 
have in that space would be parks, trails, pools, activities, 
and grocery stores, to have a safer community. 

● From HKS we learned that there will be a lot of new 
building coming in the following years. We also learned 
that projects could take 4 to 5 years to be 100% complete.

● We applied this knowledge to our project by adding 
features that Janie as a resident would enjoy to have.  



Land Use Map

Land Use Legend

○ Red - restaurants/food
○ Purple - retail
○ Green - green spaces, gardens
○ Blue - water, 
○ Orange - sports, courts
○ Magenta- recreational
○ Gray - parking
○ Dash line - trails



Overview

We believe that our design will 
bring joy and health to the 
community in the near future. 
With activities ranging from a 
gym all the way to a small water 
park. Emerald Grounds has it 
all.

Restaurant

The reason we decided to 
include the restaurant was 
because we know West Dallas 
lacks business and jobs. As a 
team we suggest bringing this 
feature to West Dallas will help 
increase jobs and help the 
community financially.



Overview

1. Water Park- Here we will have a pool with slides 
for children ages 10 and older. Children under the 
age of 15 will be required to wear a life jacket. 
We will also have water spouts where kids can 
get wet and play. This area is intended to bring 
entertainment and relaxation.

2. The gym will have a facility where people can 
come in to workout and practice sports. This will 
be an advantage for people who enjoy living a 
healthy lifestyle.

3. The stage in Emerald grounds will be a place 
where events like movie nights, speeches, 
presentations, etc…can be held. The stage could 
be an exciting get-together to bring amazing 
experiences.



Restaurant 

What is being seen here from different points of view is the restaurant. 
There’s two restaurants in one building that connect together. There 
will be two entries for both restaurants, and the first thing the people 
will be able to see is the register and be attended by a waitress or 
waiter. This final product accomplishes our mission because it's 
exactly what we envisioned for our restaurant design to bring. We want 
to bring a place the people of West Dallas can enjoy.



Overview

● The outside of the restaurant will 
have a light brick surface with 
tinted windows where you can’t 
inside but you can see from inside 
to outside.

● There will be three single 
restrooms, one for women, one 
for men and one family restroom

● The employees will have access 
to a break room, while the 
managers will have access to an 
office.

● Both kitchens will have access to 
the storage room where most 
foods and supplies will be kept.



Climate Change and 
our City

There are many things that we as a society can do in 
order to mitigate climate change. For example, instead 
of everyone driving their own car everywhere, we could 
use public transportation or car pool in order to reduce 
the emission of CO2 into the atmosphere. GAF has 
released a lot of toxins into the atmosphere that has 
caused many people to suffer from illness because of 
it. Removing GAF will reduce the emissions and thus 
lead to cleaner air quality that will help the community 
live a healthier life.



West Dallas and 
[Emerald Grounds]

Our design is the best because we created a modern fit 
environment to replace GAF where it’s currently located. 
The vision of Emerald Grounds will meet the needs of the 
West Dallas community for the following reasons; there is 
a park, waterpark, trails, gym, stage, greenhouse, and 
restaurants included.

What we hope to accomplish with this project is to get it 
approved, start moving forward with it so the residents of 
West Dallas can have a safer environment.

We think that the City of Dallas needs to raise money and 
get GAF approved for removal, so we can proceed with 
this project.

Our hopes for the West Dallas community is for it to thrive 
better than ever before. We don’t want anything too crazy 
being built in the area. Emerald Grounds is the perfect 
place to construct on GAF’s property. We have high hopes 
for West Dallas with this project. 


